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1. The Tsingtao Russian Emigres® Association (RFA) has been subjected to a change of
policy since ths recall of W. N. Merkulov and the elsction of V. P. Kamlcin on 25
January 1948 to replace him as President of the REA Since thadt
%ime {amkin bas ruled the REA with an iron hand. 25X1A

2. Kamkin's first move was to close the Club for 2 poriocd «f three days without re-
: sorting to the so-called Control Commities, through which all such action should
fla.z2- Nbo teken, During this period he imvestigated the books of the RES and the Club
and found discrepancies for which Merlkulov and other former officera of the REA
wore responsible.
gp,z)-kﬁ’ L
o Although Xamkin's wmammsr in handling REA affairs has bsen dictatorisl, the organi-
sation has shown renewed vigor since his olection. The REA has for the first tims
lavishly entertained the foreign population and Chinzse officials of Tsimgtao.
Rsconbly the REA ecquired and redecorated the former ABC clubhouss on Nan Hai Road,
thus establishing for themselves a mesting place and a place where forsign friends
may bs imvited. They have also thrown opsan the club facilities t¢ all 7.5, Nawal
officer porsonusl. :

4. Recently tha Russian emigres have been criticizing Kamkin for his iictatorisl
mannar and for certaln specific actions which he has taken while under influence
of liquor and/or other outside forces. The situation has finmally coms to a head
over the question of the status of farmsr Soviet citiszens who avs now members of
the R¥A. On the ons side is Kamkin, supported by G. A. Koshub, chairman of the
Emlgros! Club; V. V. Yakovlev, socrectary of both the REA apd the Club, amd Club
managars X. 8, Markelov, treasurer of the REA; amd N. I. Efimov, mamber of the

.- Board of Directors of the Club. The opposing fection inclvdes: Teneshev, J.
Saishkin, V. ¥. Ivanov, N. H. Yerkulov and S. P. Belov,

5. During the pericd since World War I, a large numbaer of Tsimgtao Russian emigres
who had acespted Soviet citisonship returned their Soviet "passports®™ and again
‘assumed emlgre status. The chief reason most of them gave for this action was
that, whersas they had given in to lavish Soviet propagands in which the Soviet
aubhorities had asserted that all rights in law and society were to bs returned
o the emigres, they had since found that this vzs not se. As a rasult, approxie
mately twenty-five per cent of the members of the Tsingtao REA are formopr Soviet
citizenship-epplicarts. Two foreer Soviet citizemship-applicants, N. P. Ribalko
and Dr. Chochlachkin are members of the presont Exeeubive Commitics of the REA.
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Of nine msmbers of the Board of Dirsctors of the Emigres! Club, four are former
Soviet citizenship-applicants.

This situation has raised the point then of whether or not these former Soviet
citizenship-applicants should be given full rights and privileges, as if they
had never agreed to the terms of "Sovietism". The opposing faction argues that
at the time the REA was formed, no clause was included in the REA Constitution
regarding the status of formsr Soviet citizenship-applicants within the emigre
ranks because thers was then no such category. However, since the creation of
such a group, S. P. Belov, Teneshev and N. Konov, all former Club officers,
feel that some action should be taken. They maintain that when an emigra, who
is an adult and properly educated, voluntarily accepts Soviet citizenship, he
accepts all Communist and Soviet philosophies and ideologies, and theraby
abrogates all for which the Russian emigres have sacrificed twenty-five years
of their lives. For this there is no excuse because the large portion of these
people are not young, impulsive or unreasonable, but mature and capable of
acting on basic principles. HNow that they have returnsd to the emigre ranks,
should they be considered sincere in their desire to regain emigre gtatus or
were they more sincers two yeurs ago when they became Soviet citizenship-
applicants? Those who have remained Russian emigras view this action with
suspleion and they requested by petition the convocebion of the Genexral Assome
bly of the Tsingtao REA for the purpose of forming a specific clause regarding
former Soviet citizeaship-applicanta,

This petition was presented to Mr. Kamkin, but as of 10 April 194¢ no action
had been Saken, Kamkin has stated that local police officials feel that this
is strictly a political issue and as they have banned meetings for political
purposes, the President of the REA is unable to convoke a Gereral Assembly for
this purpose. Whether or not the leftist group within the REA will accept this
or will take more positive action remains to bs seen. If thelr rurpose is to
create conflict within the Emigrest! Club, and it does appear %o be tiat, they

are succesding.
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